THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
ance and capitalism was less developed than in any other
part of the civilised world, which was nearer to what
Marxists are wont to call the feudal state of society.
Socialism realised itself in Russia in direct contradiction
to the theory.
There are persons who demand socialism for moral
reasons and because they are of opinion that the system
is more adequate to the real needs of mankind and to
the very exigencies of production by modern technical
means. The adherents of Marx, however, refuse to
adduce moral reasons. On the contrary, they generally
have a dread of ethics akin to that which mediaeval
Catholics had of the devil; their invariable reasoning
is that socialism is inevitable and necessary, that it will
come according to a " historical law ". They add, how-
ever, and Marx himself was of this opinion, that these
historical laws are of a different kind and operate differ-
ently from the laws of nature.1 This is perfectly true,
for these so-called historical laws are in fact only asser-
tions or assumptions made on the strength of insufficient
and uncertain observations. They are, moreover, un-
controllable because history never repeats itself and
because experiments under definite and chosen conditions
are impossible in history.
If, however, such laws did exist, and if socialism
were bound to come according to a law, then it would
be quite unnecessary and in a sense impossible to demand
what is bound to come to pass of necessity ; if socialism
really were the inevitable next stage in the evolution of
society, there would be no need of a socialist theory and
1 Engels, who, as we have repeatedly pointed out, is apt to reason in a
very naive manner, says somewhere that historical laws " appear and dis-
appear". But who is to tell us whether a law that has the habit of appearing
and disappearing, is still in force or not ?
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